
 
Woodbury Republican Town Committee Minutes – November 13, 2025

P.O. Box 255, Woodbury, CT 06798

Emergency Services Building – 7:00 PM

Present: Chairman Mike Cunningham, Bob Deluca, Tim Drakeley, John Lewis, Paul Luchetti, Nancy Mackey, 
Dennis Roberts, Rob Scott, Burt Stevens, Paul Zulpa.  

Absent: Tom Gormley, John Hughes, Donna Kohanowski, Don Trella and Alternates: Tom Benedetto, and Drew 
Gwiazdoski,  

1) Call to Order by Chairman:  
Chairman Cunningham called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM   

2) Seating of Alternates:  
No Alternates were in attendance. 

3) Pledge of Allegiance:  
Everyone stood to say the Pledge of Allegiance. 
       
4) Recognition of Guests:  
*Michele Botelho was introduced and welcomed by Chairman Cunningham. Michele Botelho is a Danbury 
resident and is running for Congress from Connecticut’s 5th. District in 2026. She came to the meeting to ask 
for the WRTC’s nomination. She spoke about some of the things wrong with the country now and some of the 
things that the Republican Party and President Trump are helping to rectify. She then spoke about her 
qualifications and her desire to run for Congress from the 5th. District.  

*In attendance was Robert Schill who used to live in New York and is now living in Cheshire. He belongs to two 
Republican Clubs in Queens, New York and came to the meeting to see what we were doing in Woodbury.  

*Gary Richardson is a long time Woodbury Resident and has been to the WRTC meetings before. He would like 
to join the WRTC. Chairman Cunningham said he would be most welcome to join us. He will need to fill out an 
application first. 

* First Selectman Perkinson was at the meeting but did not have anything she wanted to speak about at this 
time.  
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* State Representative Karen Reddington-Hughes said that she had just come out of a Special Session in 
Hartford.  She said that the meeting was not very productive. She explained that the ugly housing bill passed 
and because of this the Council of Government (GOG) is going to try to regionalize the State. What they would 
like is to dole out housing that they think is necessary for the Towns. They will not be protecting Farmland and 
if they want to put multiple housing on prime farmland, they will try to do that. It is, of course, still up to the 
farmers if they want to sell. Also, if someone is doing a housing development the State will require that 30% of 
the development be devoted to affordable housing. She feels that the bill will eventually change the landscape 
of small towns and take away the ability to have decision making in your own town. This will cause a lot of 
resistance and a lot of confusion and be a financial cost to the Towns. The original bill was said to help the 
homeless but the only thing that has been done to help the homeless is to provide benches that can be slept 
on along with drive by laundry facilities and drive by showers. These will probably be provided for the three 
largest cities.    

Motion: Burt Stevens said he would like to make a motion to adjourn early so the members of the committee 
can attend the Board of Selectman meeting at 7:30 PM in order to thank both First Selectman Barbara 
Perkinson and Selectman George Hale for their years of tremendous service to the town. 

Candidate Chairman Dennis Roberts said that before the vote he needs a vote on a candidate application. 

Burt Stevens deferred his motion to Candidate Recruitment Chairman Dennis Roberts.  

Candidate Recruitment Chairman Roberts said that Stan Love is going to be applying for the Board of Finance 
seat that was vacated by Paul Zulpa. Dennis read Stan Love’s letter explaining his qualifications. 

Motion: The motion to approve Stan Love’s application was made by Burt Stevens and seconded by Paul Zulpa. 
There were no further comments, and all were in favor with no nays. Unanimously Approved.  

Motion: Burt Stevens then made his motion to adjourn early, and the motion was seconded by Paul Zulpa. All 
were in favor. Unanimously Approved. 

The WRTC meeting was adjourned at 7:21 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Nancy Mackey, Secretary 
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