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Woodbury Republican Town Committee Minutes – March 13, 2025
P.O. Box 255, Woodbury, CT 06798
Emergency Services Building – 7:00 PM
Present: Michael Cunningham, Bob DeLuca, Tim Drakeley, John Hughes, John Lewis, Paul Luchetti, Peter Perkinson Dennis Roberts, Burt Stevens, Paul Zulpa, and Nancy Mackey.  Alternates: Don Trella and Drew Gwiazdoski

Absent: Tom Gormley, Donna Kohanowski, Bob Ratzenberger, Rob Scott and alternate: Mike Novak

1) Call to Order by Chairman: Chairman Cunningham called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

2) Seating of Alternates:
     *Chairman Cunningham seated Alternate Don Trella
	
3) Pledge of Allegiance: Chairman Cunninham asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance which everyone did.
      
4) Recognition of Guests:
* Chairman Cunningham recognized First Selectman Perkinson who said that they were still working on the Budget. 
* State Representative Karen Remington Hughes said that the legislature is still trying to pass the environmental bill which would make everyone have to depend on alternative energy. With Braxston being a problem in cities and farms they are trying to build a place that would prevent the use of the second generation reidentify. 
* Bring back the medical age in dying which is not a good thing especially if there is a cure for something and the person is not around to receive the treatment. 
* They are looking at different bills in education, including beginning salaries for teachers to start at $50,000 which cities and small towns would not be able to handle. 
*The Governor has his eye on a new Pre-K bill which would force all Towns to provide Day Care facilities for young families. 
 
* Lisa Wright, web manager, spoke about computers and web sites. The Town Committee is looking to upgrade its website and she was at the meeting to talk about it. Her company is REIFY and they work remotely across the country so they can offer a lot of different services. She spoke about her job as a Web Master which includes updates to web sites, minding of and updating of websites, and reskinning or revitalizing of web sites. 

* Chairman Cunningham asked the guests that were present to introduce themselves.   

5) Approval of Minutes:
Motion: Chairman Cunningham entertained a motion to approve the Republican Town Committee minutes of March 13, 2025. The motion was made by Burt Stevens and seconded by Paul Luchetti. There were no comments or additions to the minutes and all were in favor of approving the minutes with no nays. Unanimously Approved. 
  
6) Officer’s Reports: 
 a) Chairman: Chairman Cunningham said that the WRTC has five delegates to the State Convention and the topic will be discussed later in the meeting.  
b) Vice Chairman:  No report at this time.
c) Treasurer:  Treasurer Stevens said there were no changes in the last month. The WRTC has $2,207 in the bank.

Motion: Chairman Cunningham entertained a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Nancy Mackey made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and John Hughes seconded the motion. There was no discussion and all were in favor with no nays. Approved. 

d) Secretary: – Secretary Mackey explained that the Registrars are doing a canvass and as part of that canvass they had removed voters who had not voted in three years. She went on to explain that since the last meeting of the Republican Town Committee the Democrats had lost 68 voters, Republicans 81 voters, Unaffiliated 155 voters and Other 9 voters. This is a total of 313 voters taken off the eligible voter list. As of 3/12/2025 the Democrats now have 1,916 registered voters, Republicans 2,425 voters, Unaffiliated 2,694 voters and Other 155 voters or a total of 7,190 registered voters in the Town of Woodbury.  It was suggested by John Lewis that the Town Committee get the list of people that were taken off the eligible list and call them to make them aware that they would have to re-register in order to vote.

 7) Committee Reports:
 a) Candidate Recruitment: * Chairman of CRC Dennis Roberts announced that Committee member Bob Ratzenberger resigned from the Town Committee. Alternate Don Trella was asked to take Bob’s place as he is the next in line for this position. Don Trella accepted the position. 
* There are two new applicants for Alternates for the RTC – Tom Benedettp of 8 Farm Meadow Lane who was approved by the CRC Committee. Tom filed an application with the Selectman’s office and is being reviewed as a possible Zoning Board Alternate. Chairman Dennis Roberts read Tom’s long resume. There was no other discussion.

Motion: Chairman of CRC Roberts made a motion to accept Tom Benedetto as a WRTC Member/Alternate and the motion was seconded by John Hughes. All were in favor. Unanimously Approved.
 
* Alan Diamond of 509 Main Street North is another candidate for an alternate position. He filed two applications with Chairman Roberts and Chairman Roberts kept his application until Bob Ratzenberger’s resignation was announced. Chairman Roberts filled Bob Ratzenberger’s seat with Peter Perkinson until such time as Alan Diamond can be voted on. 

b) Scholarship:  Chairman Peter Perkinson said at this time there is no report as they are still receiving applications.

 c) Fund Raising/Events: *Chairman John Lewis said that he is moving forward with a Food, Fuel and Fixit Raffle. He will need a team and will assign each person a Saturday or a Sunday to sell tickets. There will be at least 10 to 12 weekends to sell the tickets. He will set up a special training for the team on how to sell the Raffle tickets.  
* Juneteenth is being planned again this year. It will be a bigger event and will be held at the North Green. 
* There will be a picnic on September 20th. starting at 1:00 at the Green. 
* A Question-and-Answer event with the Board of Education members, hosted by the WRTC, to discuss the budget and the school system. Chairman Lewis would like to start working on this now. 
* Chairman Cunningham is meeting with George Rehkamp next Wednesday and will see if some Board of Education members would come to the WRTC meetings in the future to discuss any questions the WRTC and the public might have. 
* Paul Luchetti asked if the idea of a Bingo night was dead or alive and John said he had scrapped the idea for now as only three people were interested in supporting it.   
  d) Media – Public Information – Technology: No information at this time.

  8)   New Business:
* Selection of Delegates for State Central Committee: Chaiman Cunningham said that five delegates for the State Central Convention need to be selected. He will schedule that for the next meeting in April. John Hughes said that the convention is on May 13th. in Southbury. John Hughes will be running for election again. The candidates from the WRTC are John Hughes, Paul Luchetti, Mike Cunningham, John Lewis, and Bob DeLuca, 
* John Hughes said that there is not a lot going on at State Central right now. The primary event efforts right now for RTC is raising money and selecting and supporting candidates for the municipal elections.
* Lisa Wright – Web Master: Burt Stevens thanked Lisa Wright for being at the meeting and looks forward to expanding the WRTC website. 

* Burt Stevens spoke about the Charter Revision Commission and said that it is being wrapped up.
* He also suggested that the WRTC look into 3 new commissions – Arts and Culture, a Business Development Commission, and Woodbury Transportation. Woodbury at this time has no public transportation facilities and transportation is needed badly in town. The Commission for Seniors is trying to remedy that. The Commission for Seniors is participating in an ad hoc committee called Dial-a-ride which is asking for assistance and feels that organizations need to get involved. 
* The Charter Commission will have a public hearing on the 19th. at 7:00 PM at the Senior Community Center. 
* The Commissioners applauded Burt Stevens for the good job he did at the Charter Commission meeting he ran. Burt said that he would like to see one thing changed in the Charter Revision and that is the prohibiting of a chairman from being a chairman for five consecutive years and it requires that the chairman not be a chair person for at least a year. He feels that is a mistake and that the Charter Revision Commission should not be reaching down into various Commissions or Boards saying what they shall or shall not do and who they elect as their chairman. The Parks and Recreation and the Library want to be governing boards and the rest of the Commissions and Boards are advisory boards only. 
	   
9) Old Business: 
* Discussion and vote on the Woodbury Republican Town Committee’s By-Laws: Burt Stevens said that he was not prepared to discuss or vote on this today. John Hughes made a motion to defer the discussion on this to the next WRTC meeting. All were in favor of deferring this topic to the next meeting. 

  10) Privilege of the Floor: None at this time.

  11) Adjournment: Chairman Cunningham adjourned the meeting at 7:56 PM. 

   Respectfully Submitted

   Nancy Mackey, Secretary 	
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