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                        Woodbury Republican Town Committee Minutes – June 6, 2024 

                                                 P.O. Box 255, Woodbury, CT 06798 

                                            Emergency Services Building – 7:00 PM  

 

Present were: Committee members, Mike Cunningham, Paul Luchetti, Peter Perkinson, Dennis Roberts, Rob 
Scott, Paul Zulpa, Donna Kohanowski, Mary Connolly, John Hughes, John Lewis, and Nancy Mackey. Alternate: 
Bob DeLuca 

Absent: Committee Members: Tim Drakeley, Tom Gormley, Bob Ratzenberger, and Burt Stevens. 
Alternates: Don Trella and Mike Novak  

1) Call to order by Chairman: Chairman Cunningham called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM in the large 
meeting room at the Emergency Services Building. 

2) Pledge of Allegiance: All Stood for the Pledge.  

Chairman Cunningham asked for everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence for the veterans and 
people that lost their lives on D-Day in the invasion. Also, a special one to the veteran who passed away on his 
way over to France for his last visit to the grave sites.  

3) Recognition of Guests: Chairman Cunningham recognized First Selectman Barbara Perkinson, Senator Eric 
Berthel, Karen Reddington Hughes, and Carl Cunningham.  

Senator Berthel spoke about some of the things that went on in the Senate now that the session is over. He 
felt that considering the minority statis of the Republicans that the Republicans came out relatively 
unscathed. He feels that the Democrats are running a little bit scared.  
*Senator Berthel feels that House bill #5431 that is on the Governor’s desk waiting to be signed or vetoed 
would be vetoed. This bill would allow the comptroller to create a slush fund that would allow striking 
workers to be paid.  
* Senator Berthel’s campaign received its full grant on Wednesday and he thanked everyone for their help. He 
will now start to run with the RTC’s support. He also said that the person that has run against him twice 
before will be running for a third time this year.   
*Wethersfield refused to raise a thin blue flag in front of their Town Hall in honor of the trooper who lost his 
life on the highway. They felt that the thin blue line flag represents a symbol of hate and white supremacy 
even though it represents police officers.  
 

*Chairman Cunningham then recognized Representative Karen Reddington Hughes who spoke e of the crazy 
things going on in the House of Representative one of which is a bill that has to do with the transparency on 
health care debt. She had hoped the Governor would not sign the bill but he did. The bill has to do with 
people looking for a loan or a mortgage from a bank. The bank will no longer be able to have the full picture 
of their debt history. She also spoke about bills that are being passed that would otherwise not be passed 
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which have Democratic ideas embedded in them. There was also a discussion on car tax money and the idea 
of a reserve fund for educational expenses where this money would be used.  
**Representative Reddington Hughes is looking forward to serving into the next two years.  
  
4) Approval of Minutes: Chairman Cunningham entertained a motion to approve the minutes of 5/28/2024. 
There were no suggestions, recommendations, changes or discussion. All were in favor and the motion to 
approve the minutes was made by Dennis Roberts and seconded by John Lewis. 

5) Officers’ Reports:  

a) Chairman:  No report at this time as Chairman Cunningham felt that there are so many things to discuss on 
this agenda he would like to move on.  

b) Vice Chairman: No report at this time 

c) Treasurer: Treasurer Burt Stevens could not be here but did send a report to Chairman Cunningham that 
shows a balance of $2,720.08 in the bank as of today. There were no comments on the report. 
 
Motion: Chairman Cunningham entertained a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report. 
The motion to approve was made by Donna Kohanowski and seconded by Dennis Roberts. All were in favor.  

d) Secretary:  Secretary Mackey read the Town of Woodbury Voter Registration summary as of 6/4/2024 as 
follows: Democratic – 1893, Republican – 2,379, Unaffiliated – 2,601 and Other – 158 for a total of 7031 
registered voters. 

6) Committee Reports:  

a) Candidate Recruitment: CRC Chairman Dennis Roberts said that the following Boards and 
Committees/Commissions have openings: Shade Tree & Sidewalk, (2) terms ending 12/31/2025, Board of 
Assessment Appeals (Alt) term ending 12/01/2025 and Zoning Board of Appeals (Alt) term ending 
12/06/2027. So far there are no inquires by possible candidates to fill these seats. Dennis Roberts is actively 
seeking and will continue to seek new applicants. If anyone has a suggestion or knowledge of a possible 
applicant, please let him know. 

*On 5/28/2024 Secretary Mackey registered the Justice of the Peace endorsements with the Town Clerk’s 
office. Chairman Cunningham suggested that those positions be posted on the website. He also suggested 
that all members of CRC, which include all of the RTC members, should be reaching out for possible 
candidates.  

*Chairman Cunningham officially seated Bob DeLuca as a Committee member of the RTC and apologized to 
Bob for not doing this sooner.  

*Karen Redington Hughes suggested that the RTC have a little gathering to let people know what is required 
of them in different positions in the town government.  

b) Scholarship: No report at this time. 

c) Fund Raising/Events: John Lewis, Chairman of Fund Raising/Events, went over the various Fundraising 
events that are being held as follows:  

* Tickets: The money from the raffle tickets sold so far totals $1,420. Future dates for the sale of tickets are on 
6/15, 6/22, 7/21, 8/17, and 9/14 at LaBonne’s’.  Dottie’s Diner also said RTC could sell tickets in front of their 
diner just about any Saturday or Sunday that the Committee would like.  

* Ana dot is finally up on the website. John would like to get a direct link to Ana dot where people can just 
click on the link and buy a ticket.  
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* Picnic: The site of the picnic has been moved to the Hollow Park Pavilion on September 21st. from 9:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM. People can bring wine or beer if they want to.  

Raffle and Comedy Night: This is all set for September 28th.  

d) Party Building: There is nothing right now. When the website is up and running advertising for Party 
Building can be done. There will be a table at the 9/21 and 9/28 events for people to ask questions. 

e) Media – Public Information - Technology: Paul Zulpa and Donna Kohanowski explained Face Book Statistics 
and Semantics using a Technology Report they put together and handed out to everyone at the meeting. This 
information was discussed by members of the committee. 
* Paul Zulpa asked to have any updates for the web pages sent to him.  
* Also discussed was Face Book and Instagram and how they can help let people learn about the RTC 
 * Mike said he is concerned about the Bios and suggested that everyone just include a little something about 
themselves and what they are doing currently in these Bios. They should then be sent to Paul Zulpa along 
with a selfie.  
* The rules of ticket sales and other things sold should be checked with Burt Stevens before going forward. 
*The Face Book feed was discussed and Paul said he would be ready with that in three weeks.  

Please see a copy of the Technology Report, which is included with these minutes. 

The website does not look good and needs to be fixed. Chairman Cunningham asked Donna Kohanowski and 
Paul Zulpa how that can be fixed and Paul said they are working on that now. Completion of the website with 
everything that is needed is important and Donna and Paul were asked if they can give time to do this. Donna 
assured everyone that things will be moving forward starting today and she will send out a Website Content 
Submission Form for all committees to fill out. She asked to allow 24 hours for processing.  

7) New Business:  

a) 32nd. Senate District Committeeman/woman vacancy: There was a resignation in Southbury and there is a 
position available.  

b) Selection of Delegates, Special meeting between 6/17/2024 and 6/21/2024: A special meeting is not 
required and It was decided to do this with a Zoom Meeting. 

Chairman Cunningham asked if anyone was interested in being a delegate and Dennis Roberts, Rob Scott, 
John Hughes, and Mike Cunningham said they would. One more person is needed.  

c) Convention Monday 7/1/2024 at the Woodbury Emergency Services Building at 7:00 PM: RTC member 
John Hughes would like to run as a delegate for this position. The rules for the convention were explained by 
Rob Scott and John Hughes.   

8) Old Business: 
None at this time. 

9) Privilege of the Floor: 
First Selectman Barbara Perkinson said that there is a new vote scheduled next Tuesday June 11th. from 6:00 
AM to 8:00 PM on the Town Budget. She explained how dissatisfied she is with the Board of Finance and what 
they did on the revised Budget. She went on to explain the various cuts in the Budget including money for 
snow plowing and sanding, sanitation and waste, Building and Maintenance, hours for employees and the Pay 
Plan among a few. Copies of the revised budget can be seen in the Library, Boyd Building, Selectman’s Office 
and on the Website. 
  
10) Adjournment: Chairman Cunningham made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Nancy Mackey Secretary 
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